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October 2018
STRIKE THREE!  Yes, the weather struck us out on the annual softball 
game.  But being creative, the softball game turned into a family game night 
and corn hole tournament in Cotros Hall.  The corn hole tournament was a hard
-fought battle between some great teams.  When it was all said and done, the 
winning team was Billy and Carri Benson.   I personally think they were ring-
ers.  I mean, what else is there to do in Oregon?  Congratulations on a great 
match and I hear that a rematch is being requested.  So to the teams that didnôt 
make the finals, keep practicing.   I would like to call out a few people and 
thank them personally.  First Ken Hoover.  This is the 15th annual church picnic 
and without Ken, it just wouldnôt happen.  Ken, you do a great service to our 
community in many ways and this is one that ranks near the top.  To the men of 
Ahepa, John (and Nancy) Kay, Naji Nassif and the rest of the kitchen crew, 
(there are too many taste testers to list) thanks for always having hot food ready 
for the masses.  To the Vergos family who are always ready to provide the deli-
cious food each year, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts and with full 
stomachs.  To the ladies of the DOP, who set the tables for us and provided the 
wonderful sweet treats at the end of the meal, we thank you for always being 
ready to pitch in and help.  And to the community who has supported this fun 
filled event for 15 years, give yourselves a pat on the back and mark your cal-
endars for some time next September for the continuing sequel. 

We will be blessed and honored with a visit from His Eminence Metropolitan 
Nicholas from October 19-21.  He will be with us for Liturgy on Saturday Oc-
tober 20 and will serve the Liturgy on Sunday October 21.  I hope that you will 
all turn out and show him a warm Memphis welcome.   It is not often enough 
that we get to see and interact with His Eminence.  This will be a great oppor-
tunity to greet him if you have already met him and an opportunity to meet him 
if you have not had the chance before.  You will be amazed that he remembers 
your name after only meeting you once.  It is not often that we can have a Hier-
archical Liturgy and have our acolytes serve with His Eminence and our choir 
and chanters singing a little different Liturgy.  I personally, enjoy the Metropol-
itan being here with us.  I hope that you all do too.  I will be looking to see who 
is absent on Sunday the 21st.  OK, just kidding.

On October 28 we will be having a general assembly to review the financial 
information for our current year and to take nominations for a position on the 
parish council.  This is an opportunity open to all members in good standing at 
least 18 years of age.  It is an opportunity to help guide the church as it goes 
through the year.  You will be able to see just how many moving parts there 
really are in the daily running of the church.  Donôt believe me?   Accept the 
nomination and find out.   Consider it a challenge if that will help.  It is truly a 
blessing to serve the One True Church on the council.  Come get the blessing.  
See you on the 28th.

I pray that you all have a blessed month of October.

In His Service,

President’s Message



ñPray for one another, that you may be healedò (James 5:16). Prayer is an important resource for those who 
are in need. Please contact Father Simon or the Church Office to add/remove someone from the list. 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
Archbishop Demetrios of America 
Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit 
Father Simon & Presvytera Stephanie and children 
Father Nicholas & family 
Parishioners of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
Metropolitan Paul (Yazge) of Aleppo 
Archbishop Youhanna Ibrahim (Syriac) of Aleppo 
Nick, Helen, Alec, Maria, Zoe, Ronnie, Jeffrey, Toni, Sandy, Kosta, George, Sarantos, Alex, Nicholas, Vicki, 
Marcy, Cyndi, Georgia, Jimmy, Sophie, Detty Faml 

Acolytes: 

Epistle Readers:

Prosphoro Maker:  Enosis Touliatos

Ushers:

Coffee Fellowship Hosts:

Lee Couloubaritsis 
Austin Detty 
Jackson Detty 
John Donnelly 
Nick Douglas 
John Eramo 

Luke Farris
Max Graves
Vasili Guigley 
Jonathan Holland 
Vasili Johnson 
Jonathan Mehrotra

Eli Morris 
Jack Shipman 
Abiel Tesfazion 
Demetri Thomas 
David Wassef 

October 7: Endy Carter
October 14: Scott McKee

October 21: Kathy Zambelis
October 28: Maria Moore

Annunciation Prayer List

Volunteers for October

October 7: Hosted by the Thomas Family for Elpini-
ke & Christos to celebrate their birthdays
October 14: DOP Soup Sunday Fundraiser for Penel-
ope House

October 21: Sts. Gerasimos & Demetrios Fundraiser 
Luncheon  hosted by Elpis Philoptochos
October 28: Hosted by the Detty Family for Kalliope 
Lefes to celebrate her birthday

October 7: Team 4: Endy Carter, Vasili Semos, & 
Ted Poplos
October 14: Team 1: Madeleine Donnelly & Bill 
Joyner

October 21 Team 2: Naji Nassif, Diane Kavelaras, &  
Demie Bitinis
October 28 Team 3: Chris Apalodimas, John Kay & 
Harry Sinis





Liturgical Calendar for October
Sunday, October 7th, Third Sunday of Luke
Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am

Sunday, October 14th, Sunday of the Seventh Ecu-
menical Council
Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am

Saturday, October 20th, Feast of Saint Gerasimos
Orthros 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Sunday, October 21st, Sixth Sunday of Luke
Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am

Tuesday, October 23rd, Feast of Saint James
Orthros 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Thursday, October 25th
Orthrox 6:00 pm
Divine Liturgy for the Feast of Saint Demetrios 7:00 
pm

Sunday, October 28th, Seventh Sunday of Luke
OXI Day
Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am

Visitation Committee
October: Sophie Theodore & Kristine Wagner

November: Loretta Taras & Tasia Vergos

December: Anastasia Terranova & Athena Jamison

January: Nancy Tashie, Jan Futris & Tina Liollio

February: Vicki Hoover & Family

March: Elaine Daniels & Maria Wasserman

April: Cary Chiungos & Mary Katherine Taras

May: Demie Bitinis, Tricia Grantham,
Emily Capadalis Love, Georgia Karris

June: Despina Karas & Angela Tobias

July: Maria Moore & Diane Kavelaras

August:  Linda Nichols, Anne Schmitt, Debi Bookas

September: Susanna Peters & Cathe Skefos

The following members of our parish family have 
requested visitation. For address and/or contact 
information please check your parish directory or 
contact the Church Office.

Please contact Kristine Wagner if you would like to 
volunteer to be on the 2018-2019 Visitation Commit-
tee, a ministry of the Elpis Philoptochos.

Alec Collis 
Maria Hetos
Stella Nichols

Kosta Taras 
Georgia Smith
Jimmy Smith



https://www.goarch.org/-/daily-reading-app
https://www.goarch.org/-/daily-reading-app
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Holy+Transfiguration+Monastery&search-alias=books&field-author=Holy+Transfiguration+Monastery&sort=relevancerank


Parish Ministries
PHILOPTOCHOS, ELPIS CHAPTER #7041

We are off and rolling in 2018! Thanks to all of our helpers who made September such a suc-
cess! At the auxiliary fair, we had fun catching up and meeting new people. We shared the 
mission of Philoptochos, the philanthropic arm of the Archdiocese. His Eminence Archbish-
op Demetrios has described us as, ñNot only Friends of the Needy, but also Friends of God, 
Friends of Neighbors, Friends of Humanity, and Friends of Strangers.ò We are philanthropy, 
fellowship and faith in action! 
Thanks to Sophie Theodore who organized the membership luncheon at Chickasaw Country 
Club. This beloved tradition provided a wonderful opportunity to spend time in fellowship together! After we gath-
ered for some fun, many of our members then went to cook and serve those in need at the monthly More Than A 
Meal. 
See attached pictures to learn what weôve been up to! 
Upcoming General Meeting
Did you miss the booth at the auxiliary fair? Couldnôtô make it to the Chickasaw luncheon? Please join us at our 
next general meeting! All ladies of the community are welcome to attend. 
When: October 2, 6pm
Where: The home of Mrs. Emily Love
4807 Kingsgate Place North
Memphis, TN 38117

Month of Giving 

As in years past, we have named October our ñMonth of Giving.ò There are lots of ways we are partnering with 
local organizations to make a difference right here in Memphis!
It has come to our attention that many young ladies miss school when they are on their periods because they donôt 
have sanitary provisions. It's an issue happening not only in Memphis, but across the country referred to as "period 
poverty.ò These students are missing opportunities and falling behind. We have partnered with a local school to 
hold a ñnecessity drive.ò Items can be brought to a collection box we will have in Cotros Hall. Please give gener-
ously as you are able.
Further, we will meet to serve for More Than a Meal on October 21. For more information, please contact Cyndi 
Detty, Marianthe Pilcher or Joy Touliatos.

Donôt forget about our beloved luncheon celebrating Sts. Gerasimos and Demetrios on October 21! Join us for 
fellowship with our special guest—His Eminence Metropolitan NICHOLAS of Detroit. This is one of our fundrais-
ers and all proceeds go to support the mission and philanthropy of Elpis. Lend a hand your community  and enjoy a 
great meal!
Attention all those in the medical fields! 
Calling all doctors, nurses, pharmacists, respiratory therapists, radiology techs, lab technicians, social work-
ers, physical/occupational/speech therapists! We want to thank you for your work! As we celebrate the feast of 
our holy unmercenary saints—Sts. Cosmas & Damian—weôd like to honor your work in the medical field (students 
are welcome as well!). Please contact Stephanie Poplos at 901-496-2503 or sapoplos@gmail.com. And, in the 
name of Christian charity, we invite you to bring something for the coffee hour on November 4th. 
National Education Spotlight: Alzheimerôs Disease: Awareness, Understanding, Support and Care
The mission of our Philanthropic Initiative for Alzheimerôs Disease is to promote awareness regarding the many 
facets of this disease as well as to help those individuals afflicted by this terrifying disease and those that love and 
care for them. Of the top 10 causes of death in America, Alzheimerôs is the only disease without any effective treat-
ment or cure. The committee has gathered educational information from organizations, such as the Alzheimerôs 
Association, the Bright Focus Foundation, and the Womenôs Alzheimerôs Movement founded by Maria Shriver, as 
well as collected materials from books, videos, and websites. It is our goal that all of this information will assist our 
community in caring for their loved ones with Alzheimerôs Disease, who cannot advocate for themselves. We hope 
a cure will soon be found for this tragic disease.
For more information, please visit: 
http://www.philoptochos.org/outreach/educational-initiatives/alzheimers-disease-awareness-understanding-support
-and-care



ELPIS AT THE
 AUXILIARY FAIR

           ELPIS MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON AT CHICKASAW COUNTRY CLUB

ELPIS SERVES AT “MORE THAN A MEAL”








































